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something singularly Christian and civilized in this attitude
and intention. For if the earth is God's, and if men are
really His children, it must be a sorry sight to Him to see
on one side of His table those who surfeit, and on the other
those who starve, whether the fare is thought of in terms
of food or culLuic 01 the beauties and decencies of life.
Still less can He look with plcasuie on the harshness and
ciueltics of the lush for gain, or the ruthless maintenance
of vested interests. Russia's piogjammc at least befits a
world of biothcis Oi if, to put the Christian conception
of human life in another, though a kindled way, com-
munity is the essential truth about humanity, rejecting
community, we fly in the face of i cality every day, with
inevitable frustration as the result of our blindness and
ignorance.

So much for Russia's programme; but what of Russia's
performance? Men paint the picture of Russia in tones
of zavcn black or snowy while, as a veritable Kingdom
of God on earth, or as the realm of anti-Christ, leading
us to believe on the one hand that it must convert the
world tomoriow, or, ou the other hand, meet imminent
collapse.

Sometimes the tones of black and white appear in the
same persons at different stages of their observation. Dr.
K. J. Dillon, for example, that far-travelled man and
excellent observer, whose death in 1933 was an incalculable
loss to students of foieign affairs, and who had served as
Profossor in KharkofT at a Russian University, and edited,
before the Revolution, Odesskia Novosli, a Russian daily
paper, and drew an appalling picture of life under the
Tii.irt., left the Soviet Union with the words: " In the
BoJshcvik movement there is not the vestige of a con-
structive or social idea," Visitmg Russia again out of
sentimental cunohity ten years later, in 1928, receiving
" no favours ", as he says, " from anyone in Sovietdom ",
where his luV:i savings had been confiscated, and where
he hud been indirectly deprived by the Soviet order of
" one near and clear, whose loss all the money in the world